
City of Auburn Hills, City Clerk’s Office 
1827 North Squirrel Road, Auburn Hills, MI  48326 

Phone: 248.370.9402  Email: clerk@auburnhills.org 

May 10, 2021 DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY MEETING 
VIRTUAL MEETING INFORMATION 

Pursuant to Executive Order #2020-75, issued by Governor Whitmer, the Downtown Development Authority 
meeting on Monday, May 10, 2021, at 5:30 p.m. will take place electronically due to health concerns 
associated with COVID-19.   

Members of the public wishing to participate in the virtual meeting may do so by using the link below: 

To Participate in the 
Meeting: 

https://bit.ly/2PMYkOf 

A computer or smartphone can 
be utilized to participate in the 
meeting. 

To View the Agenda: 

https://bit.ly/AH-DDA-Agendas 

The agenda will be posted by 5:00 
PM on Wednesday, May 5, 2021. 

• The online meeting will be active 5 minutes prior to the start of the meeting. Everyone will be muted
until the start of the meeting at 5:30 p.m., when members of Downtown Development Authority and
staff will be unmuted.

• Members of the public will have the opportunity to participate in the Public Comment portion of the
agenda by using the video or “chat” to submit their comment or question.

• Comments or questions regarding agenda items may also be emailed to scarroll@auburnhills.org
ahead of and during the meeting.

• Comments and questions will be read aloud at the meeting.

Individuals in need of Assistance under the ADA 
Anyone planning to attend the meeting who has need of special assistance under the Americans with 
Disabilities Act (ADA) is asked to contact the City Clerk's Office at 248.370.9402 or the City Manager's Office 
at 248.370.9440 48 hours prior to the meeting. Staff will be pleased to make the necessary arrangements. 

Additional Information 
According to the Attorney General, interrupting a public meeting in Michigan with hate speech or profanity 
could result in criminal charges under several State statutes relating to Fraudulent Access to a Computer or 
Network (MCL 752.797) and/or Malicious Use of Electronics Communication (MCL 750.540).  

According to the US Attorney for Eastern Michigan, Federal charges may include disrupting a public meeting, 
computer intrusion, using a computer to commit a crime, hate crimes, fraud, or transmitting threatening 
communications.  

Public meetings are being monitored and violations of statutes will be prosecuted. 

https://bit.ly/2PMYkOf
https://bit.ly/AH-DDA-Agendas
mailto:scarroll@auburnhills.org


Next meeting is scheduled for July 19, 2021 at 5:30 p.m. 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 
May 10, 2021 

5:30 p.m. 

Virtual Meeting ● Auburn Hills, MI 
Minutes of the DDA Board Meeting will be on file in the City Clerk’s Office ● 248-370-9402 

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER 

1) ROLL CALL

2) PERSONS WISHING TO BE HEARD

3) CORRESPONDENCE AND PRESENTATIONS 

4) APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
a) Special Meeting Minutes – April 13, 2021
b) Joint Meeting with TIFA-April 13, 2021

5) FINANCIAL REPORT
a) FY 2021 Adopted Budget and YTD Summary – April 30, 2021

6) UNFINISHED BUSINESS

7) NEW BUSINESS 
a) Branding & Marketing RFP Discussion
b) Social Districts Discussion

8) EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR UPDATE

9) BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS 

10) ADJOURNMENT 



 C I T Y  O F  A U B U R N  H I L L S  
C I T Y  C O U N C I L  A G E N D A  

M E E T I N G  D A T E :  M A Y  1 7 ,  2 0 2 1  A G E N D A  I T E M  N O .  .  
 

“Not Yet Approved” 
CITY OF AUBURN HILLS 

DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY SPECIAL MEETING 
 

April 13, 2021 
 
LOCATION:   Virtual Meeting 
 
CALL TO ORDER:  Chairman Young called the meeting to order at 5:01 p.m. 

 
ROLL CALL:  Present: Young (Rochester Hills, MI), Volk (Auburn Hills, MI), McDaniel (Troy, MI), Gliniecki (Auburn 

Hills, MI), Wise (Arrived at 5:12 p.m. from Auburn Hills, MI), Jernigan (Clarkston, MI), 
Rasmussen (Arrived at 5:05 p.m. from Rochester Hills, MI), Casey (Auburn Hills, MI), 
Wayne (Arrived at 5:09 p.m. from Auburn Hills, MI) 

   Absent: None 
   Also Present: Stephanie Carroll, Economic Development Manager; Eveonne Roberts, Downtown 

Engagement Specialist; Shannon Casey, Blue Skies Brewery 
   Guests:  Alec Harris (Arrived at 5:11 p.m.)  
 
PERSONS WISHING TO BE HEARD 
 
None.  
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES  
 

A. Informational Meeting Minutes – March 8, 2021 
 
Moved by Mr. Volk to approve the DDA Informational Meeting Minutes from March 8, 2021. 
Seconded by Ms. Casey 
                      Motion carried 
 

B. Regular Meeting Minutes – March 8, 2021 
 
Moved by Ms. Casey to approve the DDA Regular Meeting Minutes from March 8, 2021. 
Seconded by Mr. Volk 
                      Motion carried 
 
FINANCIAL REPORT 
 

A. FY 2021 Adopted Budget and YTD Summary – March 31, 2021 
 
Mr. Rasmussen arrived. 

 
Ms. Carroll reviewed the financial report for period ending March 31, 2021.  
 
Moved by Ms. Jernigan to receive and file the financial report for period ending March 31, 2021. 
Seconded by Ms. Casey 
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Yes:    Young, Volk, McDaniel, Gliniecki, Jernigan, Rasmussen, Casey 
No:     None 
                    Motion carried by roll call vote 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
None. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 

A. Review of Bar and Restaurant Stabilization Loan Program Application – Blue Skies Brewery, LLC 
 

Ms. Carroll reviewed the memo dated April 7, 2021 regarding the submitted application. She explained that is special meeting was 
held in order to get funds dispersed to the applicant by early to mid-May.  Ms. Carroll stated that once approved, the loan agreement 
would be drafted between involved parties.  
 
Mr. Wayne arrived.   
 
Chairman Young asked about the repayment timeframe.  He asked whether it would be 24 or 36 months.  
 
Ms. Carroll stated staff would review if payment needed to be completed in 24 or 36 months and would also discuss with both the city 
attorney and Blue Skies Brewery, LLC.  
 
Ms. Wise arrived. 
 
Moved by Ms. Jernigan to approve the bar and restaurant loan application submitted by Blue Skies Brewery, LLC, located at 3358 
Auburn Road, Auburn Hills, Michigan 48326, in the not-to-exceed amount of $25,000. Funds for the loan program shall be utilized 
from DDA account number 248-728-967.100.  
Furthermore, amend the DDA expenditure budget increasing it by $25,000 to accommodate the above loan.  It will be reflected in 
the Site Improvement Grant line item.  In addition, authorize the Executive Director to execute all necessary documents and verify 
loan compliance. All final documents shall be reviewed and approved by the City Attorney.  
Seconded by Mr. Volk 
 
Yes:    Young, Volk, McDaniel, Gliniecki, Wise, Jernigan, Rasmussen, Wayne 
No:     None 
Abstained: Casey 
                    Motion carried by roll call vote 
 
CORRESPONDENCE AND PRESENTATIONS 
 
None. 
 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR UPDATE 
 
Ms. Carroll relayed that staff is busy planning events for the summer season. She then mentioned that she and Chairman Young are 
participating in the National Main Street Conference this week and provided a brief review of the segments thus far. 
 
BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS 
 
Mr. Gliniecki asked if there was any information on the sale of a parcel along Auburn Road that used to house a landscaping company. 
 
Ms. Carroll explained that the initial sale did not move forward.  She mentioned that the developers of the housing project near by 
were currently interested in obtaining the property.  
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Mr. Wayne gave a brief update on a possible new tenant in the Jordan building. 
Ms. Casey inquired about the proposed pet adoption event and the retail broker event. 
 
Ms. Roberts explained that the pet adoption event would not move forward given difficulties finding willing shelters to partner with.  
 
Mr. Wayne stated that given the feedback he has heard from retail brokers regarding the event, he and Mr. Volk wanted to discuss 
with the board the benefits of producing and distributing a promotional video rather than hosting an in-person event. 
 
The board responded favorably to the suggested change. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENT OF NEXT MEETING  
 
The next Regular Downtown Development Authority Board of Directors meeting will be held on Monday, May 10, 2021, at 5:30 PM at 
City Hall in the Administrative Conference Room. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Moved by Ms. Casey to adjourn the DDA Board meeting. 
Seconded by Ms. Wise 
           
              Motion carried  
The DDA Board of Directors meeting adjourned at 5:42 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Eveonne Roberts                    
Downtown Engagement Specialist 



 CITY OF AUBURN HILLS 

CITY COUNCIL AGENDA 

MEETING DATE:  MAY 17, 2021 AGENDA ITEM NO.  . 
 

“Not Yet Approved” 
CITY OF AUBURN HILLS 

JOINT MEETING OF THE DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 
AND THE TAX INCREMENT FINANCE AUTHORITY 

 
April 13, 2021 

 
LOCATION: Virtual 
 
DDA:   Chairman Young (Rochester Hills), Vice Chairman Volk (Auburn Hills), Mayor McDaniel (Troy), Gliniecki 

(Auburn Hills), Wise (Auburn Hills), Jernigan (Clarkston), Rasmussen (Rochester Hills), Casey (Auburn Hills), 
Wayne (Auburn Hills)   

TIFA:   Chairman Kneffel (Auburn Hills), Vice Chairman Klemanski (Auburn Hills), Secretary Goodhall (Auburn Hills), 
Price (Auburn Hills), Moniz (Auburn Hills), Hawkins (Pontiac) 

STAFF:   Brandon Skopek, Assistant to the City Manager; Stephanie Carroll, Economic Development Manager; 
Eveonne Roberts, Downtown Engagement Specialist  

GUESTS:   None 
 
 

1. Call to Order 
 
Mr. Skopek called the meeting to order at 5:47 p.m. 
 

2. Persons Wishing to be Heard 
 
None. 
 

3. Welcome and introduction by Brandon Skopek, Assistant to the City Manager, TIFA Executive Director 
 
Mr. Skopek thanked everyone for attending the joint meeting this evening to collaborate and brainstorm on goals and objectives of 
downtown Auburn Hills. He stated that staff will be presenting on current projects from each Board. 
 

4. Downtown Development Authority Current Projects/Initiatives – Stephanie Carroll, Economic Development Manager, DDA 
Executive Director 

 
Ms. Carroll reviewed the projects the DDA partook in in 2020.  
 

• Friday Night Concert Series 
• Hosted a Children’s Concert Series on Wednesday afternoons in July  
• Hosted Movies in the Park in the month of August 
• Assisted with the distribution of re-opening kits for downtown businesses 
• Created promotional billboards in collaboration with the City’s Community Relations Department to drive traffic downtown 
• Collaborated with the City’s Community Relations Department for a “Discover Downtown” video series 
• Provide irrigation for planted areas along Parkways Boulevard 

 
Ms. Carroll then discussed the planned projects for the DDA in 2021.  
 

• Frequently planned downtown events  



Page 2 
 

• Hold second annual SeptemBEERfest 
• Friday Night Summer Concert Series 
• Create a brand marketing campaign for downtown 
• Apply for Select Level status with Main Street Oakland County 
• Provide irrigation for planted areas along Parkways Boulevard 
• DIA Inside|Out Program 
• Continue to focus on Recovery Work Plan Initiatives that include promotion and economic vitality 

 
5. Tax Increment Finance Authority Current Projects/Initiatives – Brandon Skopek, Assistant to the City Manager, TIFA 

Executive Director 
 
Mr. Skopek reviewed the projects the TIFA partook in in 2020. 
 
TIF District A 

• Completed the installation of the new Riverside Park play structure and pavilion 
• Completed the interior demolition of 3346 Auburn Road 
• Executed a purchase agreement for the sale of 27 S. Squirrel Road in downtown 
• Installed the pop-up Public Square 
• Acquired outdoor café furniture for the pop-up Public Square and granted furniture to downtown merchants 
• Acquired and installed seating at the splash pad plaza 
• Completed the Riverside Park light pole painting project 
• Maintenance and landscaping services 

TIF District B 
• Maintenance and landscaping services 

TIF District D 
• Installed new tennis courts on the Municipal Campus 
• Completed the demolition of the Seyburn Mansion 
• Began construction on a new storage building on the Municipal Campus 
• Maintenance and landscaping services 

 
Mr. Skopek then discussed the planned projects for the TIFA in 2021. 
 
TIF District A 

• Installation of the Public Square 
• Installation of a new gazebo in Riverside Park 
• Building upgrades to the DEN to prepare for a tenant buildout  
• Squirrel Court building façade enhancements 
• Completion of the downtown pedestrian alleyway 
• Creation of a downtown public art initiative 
• Pathway maintenance and landscaping services 
• Maintenance and landscaping services 

TIF District B 
• Completion of a watermain connection under M-59 
• Maintenance and landscaping services 

TIF District D 
• Community Center kitchen renovation project 
• Construction of a new pavilion on the Municipal Campus 
• Installation of a digital message sign on the Municipal Campus 
• Maintenance and landscaping services 

 
6. 2021 Downtown Event Calendar – Eveonne Roberts, Downtown Engagement Specialist 

 
Ms. Roberts gave a brief review of all the events currently being planned for 2021.  
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• DIA Inside|Out – May – November 
• Reels by the Riverside (Outdoor Movie Series) – Second Saturday of each month from June - September  
• Friday Night Concert Series – Weekly throughout July and August 
• Children’s Concert Series – Wednesday afternoons in July 
• SeptemBEERfest – September 17 
• Annual Halloween Movie Night – October 1 
• Spooktacular – October 30 
• Tree Lighting Ceremony – December 3 

 
Mr. Hawkins inquired about the current gathering guidelines for pandemic safety and how staff factors those into event planning. 
 
Ms. Roberts explained that all safety guidelines are considered in event planning and execution.  She stated that given how quickly 
such guidelines tend to change, staff pivots event protocols on a case by case basis.  
 

7. Board Member Comments 
 
Mr. Volk expressed that he would love to continue to work together to facilitate growth in our Downtown. 
 

8. Adjournment 
        
The meeting adjourned at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Eveonne Roberts 
Downtown Engagement Specialist 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
TO:  Chairman Young and Members of the DDA Board of Directors 
 
FROM:  Stephanie Carroll, DDA Executive Director. Economic Development Manager 
 
DATE:  May 4, 2021 
 
SUBJECT: FY 2021 Adopted Budget and YTD Summary – April 30, 2021 

 
Attached for your review are the DDA financial statements for the period ending April 30, 2021. 
 
DDA STATEMENT OF REVENUES AND EXPENDITURES 

 Approximately 68% of budgeted property tax revenue has been received for the DDA in 2021 for a total of 
$158,485. 

 Approximately 7% of budgeted expenditures have utilized in fiscal year 2021. As we get closer to events, 
this number will increase significantly.   
 

The net position of the DDA is $412,367.25 
 
An appropriate motion is:  
 
Move to receive and file the Financial Report for Period Ending April 30, 2021.  
 
 
 









 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
TO:  Chairman Young and Members of the DDA Board of Directors 
 
FROM:  Stephanie Carroll, DDA Executive Director, Economic Development Manager 
 
DATE:  May 4, 2021 
 
SUBJECT: Branding & Marketing Request for Proposals Discussion 

 
They say first impressions are everything.  Branding and marketing are key to highlighting a downtown’s strengths 
and overall vision.  This work will continue that positive image of our downtown that residents and visitors have 
come to enjoy over the last decade.  
 
As part of the DDA’s on-going efforts to support and assist downtown businesses and events, the board has made 
a branding and marking strategy a priority for 2021.  The budget contains $10,000.00 for the purposes of hiring a 
consultant to create a unique identity for Downtown Auburn Hills.  Now that the Board has adopted the Vision and 
Mission statements, we can use those key messages to help fine tune our branding message.  
 
I have attached several examples of proposals so that we can create a scope of work so that RFP that will give the 
DDA the desired outcome of the process.  There are many elements to consider, and these documents are a great 
example of what should be considered to be included in our RFP. 
 
It should be noted that marketing and branding are two very separate items. Branding is the message and 
marketing is the process.  Branding is who we are and is the core of the marketing strategy.  
 
The next step would be to direct that an RFP be put together. It would be appropriate for the Promotions 
Committee to work together with the Executive Director to accomplish this task.  
 
 
 
 
 











































 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
TO:  Chairman Young and Members of the DDA Board of Directors 
 
FROM:  Stephanie Carroll, DDA Executive Director, Economic Development Manager 
 
DATE:  March 3, 2021 
 
SUBJECT: Social Districts Discussion 

 
 
If an effort to counter the effects of the pandemic on local communities, social districts were created. As 
allowed for in House Bill 5781 of 2020, Social Districts allow for restaurants and pubs contiguous to the 
identified social district to apply for a special license to allow the sale of adult beverages "to go" that can 
be consumed in the identified social district area.  
 
The Auburn Hills City Council would ultimately be approving the recommendation from the DDA.  The 
expenses and on-going maintenance of the program would be the responsibility of the DDA.  For 
example, the DDA will be required to post signage at the social district's outer boundaries, notifying 
visitors that their beverage may not leave the social district area. 
 
Attached for your review are four documents related to Social Districts.   
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Social Districts 

Introduction 
The State of Michigan enacted a new law intended to spur economic activity and provide flexibility for hospitality 
businesses by enabling the on-site sale and off-site consumption of alcoholic beverages in designated “Social District” areas. 
On July 1, 2020, Governor Whitmer signed House Bill 5781 into law (MCL 436.1551) creating the “Social District Permit,” 
which allows local governments to designate a Social District within their jurisdictions. Businesses that are granted a Social 
District Permit may sell alcoholic liquor (beer, wine, mixed spirits, or mixed drinks) on their licensed premises to customers 
who may then consume the alcoholic liquor within the commons area of the Social District. 

Permit Information for Local Governments  
Local governments may now designate a Social District that contains a “commons area.” Once designated, “qualified 
licensees” whose licensed premises are contiguous to the commons area within the Social District and who obtain a license 
from the Michigan Liquor Control Commission (MLCC) may permit patrons to leave the licensed premises with the alcohol 
and consume it within the commons area. 

Under MCL 436.1551(8)(a), a “commons area” is defined as: “an area within a social district clearly designated and clearly 
marked by the governing body of the local governmental unit that is shared by and contiguous to the premises of at least 
two other qualified licensees. Commons area does not include the licensed premises of any qualified licensee.” 

Along with designating a Social District that contains a commons area, which must be clearly defined and marked with 
signs, a local government must establish local management and maintenance plans, including hours of operation, for a 
commons area. The statute provides that a local governmental unit shall not designate a Social District that would close a 
road unless the governing body receives prior approval from the road authority with jurisdiction over the road. In addition, 
the commons area must be maintained in a manner that protects the health and safety of the community. 

A Social District designation must be filed with the MLCC, and include: 

• A copy of the resolution passed by the governing body designating the Social District and commons area; 

• A copy of management and maintenance plans, including the hours of operation, established by the local 
governmental unit for the Social District and commons area; and 

• A diagram or map that clearly shows the boundaries of the Social District and commons area and identifies the 
qualified licensees that are contiguous to the commons area on the diagram or map. 

To the extent a commons area threatens the health, safety, or welfare of the public or has become a public nuisance, a 
local government may revoke the Social District designation. Before revoking the designation, the local government must 
hold at least one public hearing on the proposed revocation, with appropriate notice being given under the Open Meetings 
Act (OMA). Any revocation of the Social District must be filed with the MLCC. 

Bars and Restaurants May Apply for a Social District Permit 
Bars and restaurants who are “qualified licensees” and wish to take advantage of the new law must first seek application 
approval from the governing body of their local government. Qualified licensees may then apply to the MLCC for a Social 
District Permit. 

Pursuant to the statute, with some restrictions, qualified licensees include holders of Class C, Tavern, A-Hotel, B-Hotel, 
Club, G-1, G-2, and Brewpub licenses as well as licensees with on-premises and off-premises tasting rooms. 
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Upon receiving a Social District Permit, and upon additional approvals that may or may not be required by the 
municipality, a licensee may sell alcohol on its licensed premises in approved containers for customers to remove and 
consume in the commons area. A licensee is not permitted to sell alcohol in a commons area.  

Approved containers must be glass free and not more than 16 oz., must prominently display the licensee's trade name or 
logo or some other mark that is unique to the licensee that sold the alcohol as well as a logo or mark unique to the 
commons area. 

 

 

This Fact Sheet was provided by Sarah J. Gabis of the law firm of Foster Swift Collins & Swift, P.C. 

 

 



Tecumseh documents: 

Resolution 

Map 

Qualified licensees 

Common Areas Management and Maintenance Plan 

Commons Area Use Application 
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City of Tecumseh 
Social District 

Qualified Licensees 
 

LARA ID Account Name DBA Address 

2098 Wrong Way Pub Inc. Wrong Way Pub 107 S. Evans St. Tecumseh 49286 

8127 American Legion Memorial Home Assn. 
of Tecumseh 

American Legion Memorial Home Assn. of 
Tecumseh 

101 W. Pottawatamie St. Tecumseh 
49286 

133417 Pentamere Winery, LLC Pentamere Winery 131 E. Chicago Blvd. Tecumseh 49286 

134702 Evans Street Station LLC Evans Street Station 110 S. Evans St. Tecumseh 49286 

153852 The Tecumseh Club The Tecumseh Club 123 W. Chicago Blvd. Tecumseh 49286 

215099 Devniks, Inc. Basil Boys 125 W. Chicago Blvd. Tecumseh 49286 

226011 LRS Restaurant Holdings, LLC JR’s Hometown Grill & Pub 111 W. Chicago Blvd. Tecumseh 49286 

227486 The Dog House Restaurant, LLC The Doghouse Restaurant 107 E. Chicago Blvd. Tecumseh 49286 

235137 Salsaria’s LLC Salsarias 146 E. Chicago Blvd. Tecumseh 49286 

237108 Tecumseh Brewing Company, LLC Tecumseh Brewing Co 128 W. Chicago Blvd. Tecumseh 49286 

 



 
P.O. Box 396, Tecumseh, MI  49286 ● www.mytecumseh.org  

Developmental Services Office: (517) 424-6544 

Commons Areas Management and Maintenance Plan 
 
Overview 
 
In an effort to support local restaurants, microbreweries, bars, and similar food service 
businesses, the City of Tecumseh has established a permitting process for temporary 
outdoor social districts and commons areas (“Commons Areas”). Commons Areas are 
intended to allow for outdoor dining and alcoholic beverage consumption on City 
properties that are adjacent to or near associated business establishments. This 
application package is designed to ensure compliance with the Michigan Liquor Control 
Commission (MLCC) guidelines and Public Act 58 of 1998 as amended by Public Act 124 
of 2020. 
 
The Commons Areas are proposed to be administered through the City’s Developmental 
Services Office and permits from both the MLCC and the City are required prior to 
utilization by any qualified establishment(s).  
 
Intent 
 
Commons Areas are intended provide extra outdoor space for dining and consumption 
of alcoholic beverages while ensuring sufficient separation between unrelated parties. 
This is in response to the social distancing requirements necessitated by the COVID-19 
crisis. The areas will accommodate tables, chairs, barriers, boundaries, and accessory 
materials related to the offered services. Qualified establishments, as defined by PA 124 
of 2020 may apply to utilize certain specifically designated places within the 
established Commons Areas: 
 

1. City owned parking lots in the Central Business District. 
2. The North and South Evans Street road right-of-way. 
3. In accordance with the MLCC guidelines, all Commons Areas must be 

“contiguous to the premises of at least 2 qualified licensees.” 
 

It is also intended that Commons Areas may be shared by multiple businesses, so long 
as the shared use is defined by the City authorization and joint operation and 
maintenance guidelines are established. 
 
However, public spaces immediately in front of or behind a business establishment will 
be reserved solely for that business (exp. public sidewalks and parking spaces). 
 
All designated spaces will be subject to review by Tecumseh Police and Fire 
Departments for traffic and safety considerations.

http://www.mytecumseh.org/
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Other Options for Outdoor Dining and Alcoholic Beverage Consumption 
 
The establishment of the Commons Areas in accordance with the new MLCC provisions 
in no way negates the ability of businesses to establish sidewalk cafes for outdoor 
dining and acholic beverage consumption in accordance with the pre-existing MLCC 
guidelines and City ordinances.  The Commons Areas are intended to be supplemental 
and in addition to these previous provisions.  
 
Signage and Barriers 
 
The City will prepare generic signs as required by the MLCC Rules that identify the 
general boundaries of the Commons Areas.  The individual establishments may be 
required to provide additional barriers to define the portion of the Commons Area they 
plan to utilize and provide for the safety of their customers/patrons.  Additional barriers 
or barricades as specified by the City will be required when the area utilized is within a 
public parking lot and/or on a public street or sidewalk.  The City will assist in 
coordination between the permitted establishments to minimize the necessary 
investment in additional barriers/barricades. 
 
Application Process 
 
Commons Area permits must be requested by the business owner or an authorized 
representative. Applications and supplemental information must be provided in 
complete form for review and approval by the Building Official. 
 
Required checklist items are the following: 
 

1. Completed City application form. 
2. Copy of Michigan Liquor Control Commission Permit. Note: The City will 

conduct a preliminary review prior to the applicant submitting their MLCC 
permit in order to determine if the proposed use of the Commons Area is 
acceptable to the City. 

3. Certificate of Liability Insurance, naming the City of Tecumseh additionally 
insured. 

4. Commons Area layout plan (drawn to-scale with dimensions noted and all 
information in legible form). 

a. Lot lines, portion(s) of Commons Area intended for use, and proposed 
barriers/barricades. 

b. Existing entries/exits, sidewalks, structures, and building footprints. 
c. Proposed location of tables, chairs, tents, shelters, and other fixtures, allowing 

for at least 6 feet minimum between unrelated parties. Note:  The City may 



City of Tecumseh 
Commons Areas Management and Maintenance Plan 

Page 3 of 5 

 

Developmental Services Office: (517) 424-6544 

require the removal or relocation of these furnishings and fixtures at the end of 
each business day in order to facilitate access to the surrounding properties. 

d. Outdoor service and host area(s) (if any). 
e. Proposed occupancy.  Attached is the section of the International Building 

Code (IBC) which has been adopted as the standard for  
the State of Michigan related to occupancy calculations to provide you with a 
starting point.  This does not consider the requirements in item (c) above.   

 
General Requirements 
 
Commons Areas are subject to the following requirements: 
 

1. Boundaries, structures, and materials associated with Commons Areas shall: 
a. Not impede drivers, pedestrians, or wheelchair users. Note:  The City will 

consider the extended closure of sections of public parking lots and streets, 
subject to maintaining adequate access to the surrounding properties. 

b. Not block sight visibility of remaining parking lot aisles or intersections. 
c. Not impede emergency vehicle and personnel access. 
d. Not prevent access to nearby businesses or homes. 
e. Be approved by City of Tecumseh Police and Fire Departments. 

 
2. Alcohol service shall conform to all Michigan Liquor Control Commission 

requirements, including any Social District and Commons Areas Permit 
requirements. Specifically: 

a. The serving container must prominently display the licensee's trade name or 

logo or some other mark that is unique to the licensee that sold the alcohol. 

b. The serving container must prominently display a logo or some other mark 

that is unique to the commons area. 

c. The serving container is not made of glass. 

d. The serving container does not have a liquid capacity over 16 ounces. 

3. Hours of operation shall begin no earlier than 10:00 AM and food and 
beverage service shall discontinue in the Commons Areas no later 
than 11:00 PM. However, hours shall be further restricted when adjacent to 
residential land uses. Service shall not extend beyond the range established in 
the MLCC or City permits. 

4. Service shall conform to the permitted days of operation. 
5. The layout of boundaries, structures, and materials shall conform to the 

proposed outdoor Commons Area layout plan during open hours. Tables, 
chairs, and temporary barriers may be permitted to remain outdoors during 
closed hours but must be secured.  Service items, decorations, cleaning 
materials and equipment and other easily stored items must be removed from 



City of Tecumseh 
Commons Areas Management and Maintenance Plan 

Page 4 of 5 

 

Developmental Services Office: (517) 424-6544 

the area at the end of each business day.  Solid barriers, if incorporated, may 
remain for the duration of the permitted timeframe. 

6. Sites and surfaces shall be cleaned before service hours and upon close. 
7. Tents and other temporary shelter structures shall be approved by the Fire 

Department and Building Official. 
8. Amplified music shall be set at reasonable levels so as not to disturb owners 

and occupants of neighboring properties. 
9. Temporary lighting shall be established to ensure safe conditions during 

evening hours but shall not result in excessive glare onto adjacent properties. 
10. Waste receptacles shall be provided within the Commons Area and shall be 

emptied regularly during open hours and at close each day. 
11. Heaters must be approved by the Fire Department (type and location). 
12. Smoking is not permitted within designated Commons Areas. 

 
 
Review and Approval 
 
The review of Commons Areas will occur in conjunction with the Developmental 
Services Office and Police Department and Fire Departments.  The City reserves the 
right to request additional details and information to ensure the protection of public 
health, safety, and welfare. 
 
If requirements and standards are met, the proposed outdoor social zone will be 
permitted for a period of time specified by the Building Official.  Reasonable conditions 
may be applied by the City to ensure the protection of public health, safety, and 
welfare. Plan amendments may be considered at any time but must comply with all 
requirements for Commons Areas. 



 
 

COMMONS AREA USE APPLICATION 

Date of Application: 

Name of Busines: 

Requested Date Range for Commons Area Use  From: To: 

Recurring Dates Requested: 
(Attach additional sheet if needed) 

Name of Owner / Responsible Party: 

Mailing Address: 

Business Address: 
(If different from above) 

Contact Person: 

Phone #: E-Mail: 

Description of Commons Area Services/Uses: 

 

 

 

 

Required Attachments: 

 Layout Plan  
(See Management Plan for Requirements) 

 Proof of MLCC Approval  Proof of Liability Insurance  
(Naming City Additionally Insured) 

 
X______________________________________________ 
Signature of Owner/Responsible Party      
                                                                        Date:______________ 

I verify all of the information on and attached to this application is 
accurate to the best of my knowledge; and I commit to adhere to 
the City of Tecumseh Commons Area Management Plan and the 
MLCC requirements for Social Districts/Commons Areas. 

CITY USE ONLY BELOW THIS LINE 

  ALL Required Attachments Provided   Logistics Meeting Needed 

Department Approval Needed:   Police        Fire        Building        DPW 

Permit #:   Approved           Date of Approval:_________________ 

Conditions of Approval: 

 

 

 
X______________________________________________  Printed Name:____________________________________ 
Signature of Building Official   

                                                     Date: __________________ 

 

Building Services Department 
P.O. Box 396, Tecumseh, MI 49286 

Ph: 517-424-6544 

www.mytecumseh.org  

 

http://www.mytecumseh.org/
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Downtown Development Authority Recommendation 

Downtown Social District 
 
March 31, 2021 
 
The Honorable Mayor Fournier and 
Members of the City Commission: 
 
The downtown development authority (DDA) at its March 24, 2021 meeting reviewed a draft social 
district plan and logos (Attachment 1) The proposal was drafted with the information provided by 
the Michigan Liquor Control Commission for local governments and licensed establishments 
(Attachment 2).   The DDA adopted the following resolution: 
 

Be It Resolved, the Royal Oak Downtown Development Authority hereby recommends 
the city commission adopt the social district plan, with an expanded boundary that 
extends along S. Washington and S Main to Lincoln Avenue and logo #5 with the words 
“social and district” being larger or more prominent. 

 
The logo would be used on cups, signage and/or sidewalk decals. Other signage will be needed 
to indicate rules for the district such as: 
 

o No alcohol beyond this point 
o Each cup is one-time use 
o Dispose of your cup properly 
o Drinks/Cups only available at participating “social district” establishments 
o Do not take your cup from one establishment into another.  

 
The DDA has allocated $200,000 in its fiscal year 21-22 budget towards the costs of establishing 
the social district, operational, maintenance activities and special events. 
 
The DDA suggested, if possible, sustainable/recyclable materials and products be used. Also, 
that consideration be given to establishing the district for a limited initial time so it could be 
evaluated prior to a more permanent establishment,   
 
The draft social district plan the DDA considered has been modified to include the amendments 
resolved by the DDA (Attachment 3).  
 
Should the city commission wish to proceed with the potential establishment of a downtown social 
district, the following resolution is recommended for adoption: 

 
 



 

 

Whereas, Michigan Public Act 124 of 2020 (the Act) was signed into law on July 1, 2020; 
and 
 
Whereas, the law allows governing bodies of local government units to establish social 
districts and commons areas where two or more contiguous licensees may sell alcoholic 
beverages in designated cups to be taken into the common area for consumption; and  
 
Whereas, the city of Royal Oak Social District shall be created and managed by the city 
through its downtown development authority; and 
 
Whereas, the city commission finds that designating social districts and commons areas 
pursuant to the Act is in the best interests of the citizens and businesses of the city of 
Royal Oak; and  
 
Whereas, the city commission designates the social district and commons areas as 
provided in the map, establishes the management and maintenance plan, approves the 
list of potential qualified license holders for a social district permit as outlined in the 
application; and 
 
Now, there be it resolved, the city commission does hereby approve the creation of the 
city of Royal Oak Social District for consideration by the Michigan Liquor Control 
Commission. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
Timothy E. Thwing, Director 
Community Development Department 
 
Approved, 

 
Paul J. Brake, ICMA-CM, CEcD 
City Manager 
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Meeting Date: 03/24/2021 

203 S Troy Street 
Royal Oak, MI 48067 

Phone: (248) 246-3280 
romi.gov 

MEMORANDUM 

DATE:  March 17, 2021 

TO: MEMBERS OF THE DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 

SUBJECT: SOCIAL DISTRICT  

The Business Market Committee reviewed a draft social district plan at its March 10th meeting. 
The attached document is a revised plan based upon the committee’s input. Also contained in 
the document are several logo options for the board’s consideration. 

The committee is also recommending that the DDA include $200,000 in the FY 21-22 budget 
for expenses related to the creation, and operation of the district, as well as activities and 
special events yet to be determined. 

Based upon preliminary discussions with Siren PR, it is their recommendation that the district 
have a straightforward name “Downtown Royal Oak Social District”. The logo designs are 
based upon this potential name. 

Should the DDA wish to proceed the following resolution is recommended for approval: 

Be It Resolved, the Royal Oak Downtown Development Authority hereby recommends 
the city commission adopt the social district plan and logo _______. 

Funding will be discussed as part of the FY 21-22 Development Fund budget included later in 
this same meeting agenda. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

________________________ 
Timothy E. Thwing 
Executive Director 
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Maintenance and Operations Plan 

Introduction 

On July 1, 2020, Michigan Public Act 124 of 2020 was signed into law, allowing local governments to establish ‘Social 

Districts’ within their jurisdictions. These Social Districts allow for ‘common areas’ where two or more contiguous 

licensed establishments (i.e., bars, distilleries, breweries, restaurants, tasting rooms) may sell alcoholic beverages in 

designated containers to be taken into the area for consumption. The City of Royal Oak, in coordination with the City of 

Royal Oak Downtown Development Authority, now seeks to establish such a Social District.  

In the plan that follows, the management and maintenance of the City of Royal Oak Social District is outlined, for review 

by the City Commission and other stakeholders. Pending local approval, the plan would then be submitted to the 

Michigan Liquor Control Commission (MLCC) for state approval. 

Management 

The City of Royal Oak Social District will be created and managed by the City of Royal Oak Downtown Development 

Authority. The district management and operations will be supported by the Police Department for safety and the 

Department of Public Works for signage and maintenance. 

District Boundaries 

The City of Royal Oak Social District would generally be located between 6th St. and 11 Mile Rd., from S. Lafayette St. to 

Knowles St. The area bounded by Pingree Blvd., N. Main St., E. 11 Mile Rd., and N. Troy St. would also be included. Refer 

to pg. 5 for a map of the Social District boundary.  

Potential Participating License Holders 

As the Social District is established, the City will welcome businesses to participate once they apply for and receive their 

Social District license from the MLCC. All participating businesses will sign a Social District Agreement with the City. 

Potential participating liquor license holders within the Social District are listed below: 

• Ale Mary’s 

• Alchemi  

• Bar Louie 

• Buffalo Wild Wings 

• Café Muse 

• City Ramen 

• City Tavern 

• Condado Tacos 

• D’Amatos / Goodnite 

Gracie 

• Emagine Royal Oak 

• Fifth Avenue 

• Gusoline Alley 

• Hyatt Place Hotel 

• Iron Horse Royal Oak 

• Johnny’s 

• Jolly Pumpkin 

• Lily’s Seafood and 

Brewery 

• Little Tree Sushi 

• Lockhart’s BBQ 

• Mark Ridley Comedy 

Castle 

• Mesa Tacos and 

Tequila 

• Motor City Gas 

• O’Toole’s Tavern 

• Oak City Grille 

• Pinky’s Upstairs 

• Pronto 

• River Rouge Brewing  

• Ronin Sushi 

• Sake Sushi 

• Tequila Blue / 526 

Main 

• The Morrie 

• The Rock on 3rd  

• The Royal Oak 

Brewery 

• The Royal Oak Music 

Theater 

• The Side Bar 

• Tom’s Oyster Bar 

• Trattoria Pizzeria da 

Luigi 

• Union Aerie 2092, 

Fraternal Order of 

Eagles 
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Operations 

The City of Royal Oak Social District will operate year-round, seven days a week, from 11 a.m. to 10 p.m. The DDA 

intends to establish the Social District upon approval from the MLCC. 

District Designation and Logo 

The Social District will utilize a modification of the City of Royal Oak logo – an example is depicted to the right. 

Boundaries of the Social District will be clearly marked with signs affixed to light posts.  

Beverage Containers and Rules of Use 

Per PA 124 of 2020, the following regulations apply to containers within the Social District:  

i) The container prominently displays the social district permittee’s trade name or logo or some other mark that 

is unique to the social district permittee under the social district permittee’s on-premises license. 

ii) The container prominently displays a logo or some other mark that is unique to the commons area. 

iii) The container is not glass. 

iv) The container has a liquid capacity that does not exceed 16 ounces. 

The DDA will provide containers meeting the state requirements to participating license holders. Participating license 

holders will provide their own sticker displaying their trade name or logo.  

The following additional rules apply to the use Social District containers: 

• Each cup must be marked with the date of sale. 

• Social District cups may only be consumed within the Social District commons area, not on premises at the 

location of purchase. 

• Social District containers may not be carried into another establishment.  

Financing  

The City of Royal Oak Social District will be funded by the City of Royal Oak Downtown Development Authority and local 

businesses. 

Security and Enforcement 

Security and enforcement in the Social District will be done by the City of Royal Oak Police Department. 

Insurance 

The City of Royal Oak and DDA are self-insured for their management and operation of the Social District. As part of the 

required Social District Agreement participating license holders will secure their own liability insurance and indemnify 

the city, DDA, elected/appointed officials and employees. 

Sanitation and Maintenance  

The City of Royal Oak Department of Public Services and existing maintenance contractor will provide sanitation services 

within the district including trash removal and litter pick up. Trash/recycling receptacles will be located at the 

boundaries of the Social District to encourage patrons to properly dispose of their used cups, as well as throughout the 

Social District as presently available throughout the downtown. 

Marketing and Promotion 

Marketing will be done by the Downtown Development Authority and City of Royal Oak. 

Festivals and Special Events 

PA 124 of 2020 states the following:  
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If the commission issues a special license to a special licensee located in a social district, the holder of a social district 

permit shall not sell and serve alcoholic liquor under subsection (2) during the effective period of the special license. 

Resolution of Approval – Proposed  
WHEREAS, Michigan Public Act 124 of 2020 (the Act) was signed into law on July 1, 2020; and 

WHEREAS, the law allows governing bodies of local government units to establish social districts and commons areas 

where two or more contiguous licensees may sell alcoholic beverages in designated cups to be taken into the area for 

consumption; and  

WHEREAS, the City of Royal Oak Social District shall be created and managed by the City through its Downtown 

Development Authority; and 

WHEREAS, the City Commission finds that designating social districts and commons areas pursuant to the Act is in the 

best interests of the citizens and businesses of the City of Royal Oak in light of the restrictions placed on indoor 

gatherings due to COVID-19; and  

WHEREAS, the City Commission designates the social district and commons areas as provided on the attached map, 

establishes the attached management and maintenance plan, approves the attached list of potential qualified license 

holders for a Social District Permit; and 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission does hereby approve the creation of the City of Royal Oak 

Social District for consideration by the Michigan Liquor Control Commission. 

Map of Social District 

Attachment 1



LAFAYETTE

6TH

7TH

LINCOLN

E UNIVERSITY

I

DRAFT

03
/05

/21

SOCIAL 
DISTRICT
COMMON
AREAS MAIN

PINGREE

11 MILE KNOWLES

TROY

WILLIAMS

5TH

4TH

3RD

2ND

Attachment 1



Attachment 1

TimT
Typewritten Text
Option #1



Attachment 1

TimT
Typewritten Text
Option #2



Attachment 1

TimT
Typewritten Text
Option #3



Attachment 1

TimT
Typewritten Text
Option #4



Attachment 1

TimT
Typewritten Text
Option #5



Attachment 1

TimT
Typewritten Text
Option #6



Attachment 1

TimT
Typewritten Text
Option #7



Michigan Liquor Control Commission (MLCC) 
Constitution Hall, 2nd Floor, 525 W. Allegan St, Lansing, MI 48933 

P.O. Box 30005, Lansing, MI 48909 
866-813-0011 – www.michigan.gov/lcc

Social District Permit Information For Local Governmental Units 

Pursuant to MCL 436.1551, the governing body of a local governmental unit may designate a Social District within its 
jurisdiction.  Qualified licensees whose licensed premises are contiguous to the commons area within the Social District, 
and that have been approved for and issued a Social District Permit, may sell alcoholic liquor (beer, wine, mixed spirit drink, 
spirits, or mixed drinks) on their licensed premises to customers who may then consume the alcoholic liquor within the 
commons area of the Social District.  The commons area is not considered part of the licensed premises for any of the 
licensees that hold a Social District Permit. 

The term commons area is defined by MCL 436.1551(8)(a): 
"Commons area" means an area within a social district clearly designated and clearly marked by the governing body 

of the local governmental unit that is shared by and contiguous to the premises of at least 2 other qualified licensees. 

Commons area does not include the licensed premises of any qualified licensee. 

The term qualified licensee is defined by MCL 436.1551(8)(c): 
"Qualified licensee" means any of the following: 

• A retailer that holds a license, other than a special license, to sell alcoholic liquor for consumption on the licensed

premises. (This includes the following license types: Class C, Tavern, A-Hotel, B-Hotel, Club, G-1, G-2, Brewpub.)

• A manufacturer with an on-premises tasting room permit issued under section 536.

• A manufacturer that holds an off-premises tasting room license issued under section 536.

• A manufacturer that holds a joint off-premises tasting room license issued under section 536.

A list of all licensees, sorted by county and local governmental unit, may be found on the MLCC website: 
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/lara/liclist_639292_7.xlsx 

The governing body of a local governmental unit may designate a Social District pursuant to MCL 436.1551 under the 
following conditions: 

▪ Designate a Social District that contains a commons area, as defined in MCL 436.1551(8)(a).
▪ Establish local management and maintenance plans, including hours of operation, for a commons area.
▪ Define and clearly mark with signs the designated commons area.
▪ A governing body of a local governmental unit shall not designate a Social District that would close a road unless the

governing body receives prior approval from the road authority with jurisdiction over the road.
▪ The governing body shall maintain the commons area in a manner that protects the health and safety of the community.
▪ The governing body may revoke the designation if it determines that the commons area threatens the health, safety, or

welfare of the public or has become a public nuisance. Before revoking the designation, the governing body must hold
at least 1 public hearing on the proposed revocation. The governing body shall give notice as required under the open
meetings act of the time and place of the public hearing before the public hearing.

▪ The governing body shall file the designation or revocation of the Social District with the MLCC.

Before applying to the MLCC for a Social District Permit, a qualified licensee must first obtain approval from the governing 
body of the local governmental unit.  A fillable resolution for this approval is part of the Social District Permit Application 
(LCC-208). 

Filing the Designation of a Social District with the MLCC 

A local governmental unit must file the following items with the MLCC when designating a Social District: 

 A copy of the resolution passed by the governing body designating the Social District and commons area.
 A copy of the management and maintenance plans, including the hours of operation, established by the local

governmental unit for the Social District and commons area.
 A diagram or map that clearly shows the boundaries of the Social District and commons area.  Please indicate the

name, address, and location of the qualified licensees that are contiguous to the commons area on the diagram or map.

Submit the items above to: 
By Mail: Michigan Liquor Control Commission - P.O. Box 30005 - Lansing, MI 48933 

By Fax: (517) 763-0059  By Email: mlccrecords@michigan.gov 
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Additional sections of the Liquor Control Code for a local governmental unit to consider when establishing a Social 
District or commons area within a Social District: 
 
 
MCL 436.1915 - Possessing or consuming alcoholic liquor on public highway or in park, place of amusement, or 
publicly owned area; authority of local governmental unit or state department or agency to prohibit possession or 
consumption of alcoholic liquor; definitions. 
 
(1) Alcoholic liquor shall not be consumed on the public highways. 
 
(2) Except as provided in subsections (3) and (4), alcoholic liquor may be possessed or consumed in public parks, public 
places of amusement, or a publicly owned area not licensed to sell for consumption on the premises. 
 
(3) The governing body of a local governmental unit may prohibit by ordinance, order, or resolution the possession or 
consumption of alcoholic liquor in any public park, public place of amusement, or publicly owned area that is owned or 
administered, or both, by that local governmental unit. When land is leased from a department or agency of this state, an 
ordinance, order, or resolution adopted pursuant to this subsection shall be subject to the approval of the department or 
agency. 
 
(4) A department or agency of this state that administers public lands may prohibit by rule, order, or resolution the possession 
or consumption of alcoholic liquor on the public land under its jurisdiction. 
   
(5) As used in this section: 
 

(a) "Local governmental unit" means a county, city, township, village, or charter authority. 
 
(b) "Publicly owned area" means an area under the jurisdiction of a local governmental unit. 

 
 
 
MCL 436.1913(1), (2), & (5) - Prohibited conduct; unlicensed premises or place; unlawful consumption of alcoholic 
liquor; exceptions; construction of section; “consideration” defined. 
 
(1) A person shall not do either of the following: 

 
(a) Maintain, operate, or lease, or otherwise furnish to any person, any premises or place that is not licensed under this 
act within which the other person may engage in the drinking of alcoholic liquor for consideration. 
 
(b) Obtain by way of lease or rental agreement, and furnish or provide to any other person, any premises or place that 
is not licensed under this act within which any other person may engage in the drinking of alcoholic liquor for 
consideration. 

 
(2) A person shall not consume alcoholic liquor in a commercial establishment selling food if the commercial establishment 
is not licensed under this act. A person owning, operating, or leasing a commercial establishment selling food which is not 
licensed under this act shall not allow the consumption of alcoholic liquor on its premises. 
 
(5) As used in this section, "consideration" includes any fee, cover charge, ticket purchase, the storage of alcoholic liquor, 
the sale of food, ice, mixers, or other liquids used with alcoholic liquor drinks, or the purchasing of any service or item, or 
combination of service and item; or includes the furnishing of glassware or other containers for use in the consumption of 
alcoholic liquor in conjunction with the sale of food. 
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Maintenance and Operations Plan 

Introduction 

On July 1, 2020, Michigan Public Act 124 of 2020 was signed into law, allowing local governments to establish ‘Social 

Districts’ within their jurisdictions. These Social Districts allow for ‘common areas’ where two or more contiguous 

licensed establishments (i.e., bars, distilleries, breweries, restaurants, tasting rooms) may sell alcoholic beverages in 

designated containers to be taken into the area for consumption. The City of Royal Oak, in coordination with the City of 

Royal Oak Downtown Development Authority, DDA now seeks to establish such a Social District.  

In the plan that follows, the management and maintenance of the City of Royal Oak Social District is outlined, for review 

by the City Commission and other stakeholders. Pending local approval, the plan would then be submitted to the 

Michigan Liquor Control Commission (MLCC) for state approval. 

Management 

The City of Royal Oak Social District will be created and managed by the City of Royal Oak Downtown Development 

Authority. The district management and operations will be supported by the Police Department for safety and the 

Department of Public Works for signage and maintenance. The DDA may also use its maintenance contractor for 

additional clean-up activities. 

District Boundaries 

The City of Royal Oak Social District would generally be located between Lincoln Avenue and 11 Mile Road., from S. 

Lafayette St. to Knowles St. The area bounded by Pingree Blvd., N. Main St., E. 11 Mile Rd., and N. Troy St. would also be 

included. Refer to attachment A for a map of the Social District and Common Area boundaries.  

Potential Participating License Holders 

As the Social District is established, the City will welcome businesses to participate once they apply for and receive their 

Social District license from the MLCC. All participating businesses will sign a Social District Agreement with the City. 

Potential participating liquor license holders within the Social District are listed below. These licensees are located within 

the City of Royal Oak Social District. The designated common area is all streets and sidewalks within the social district 

and designed parks / gathering spaces. 

LARA 

Business ID 

Account Name DBA Address 

223821 JJT HOSPITALITY, LLC 526 MAIN AND TEQUILA BLUE 

526 S Main St Spc 105-205 Royal 

Oak, MI 48067-2642 

0261206 BL ROYAL OAK LLC BAR LOUIE 

516 S Main St Royal Oak, MI 48067-

2642 

139709 UNION BREWERY, L.L.C. BASTONE 

419 S Main St Royal Oak, MI 48067-

2615 

237114 AMC ROYAL OAK, INC. BUFFALO WILD WINGS 

500 S Main St Royal Oak, MI 48067-

2642 

222791 CAFE MUSE LLC CAFE MUSE 

418 S Washington Ave Royal Oak, MI 

48067-3824 

223780 ROYAL OAK GOOD TIMES FOOD & DRINK, INC. 

CANTINA DIABLO'S OF ROYAL OAK 

/ PINKY'S 

100 S Main St Royal Oak, MI 48067-

2630 

0267565 OISHI SOLUTIONS, LLC CITY RAMEN 

321 S Main St Royal Oak, MI 48067-

2613 

0268091 CITY TAVERN ROYAL OAK, LLC CITY TAVERN ROYAL OAK, LLC 

386 N Main St Spaces 1 & 2 Royal 

Oak, MI 48067-4121 

0263661 

CONDADO TACOS 14 LLC (A DELAWARE LIMITED 

LIABILITY COMPANY) CONDADO TACOS 

310 S Main St Royal Oak, MI 48067-

2614 

232838 HERITAGE RESTAURANT GROUP, LLC 

D'AMATOS AND GOODNITE 

GRACIE 

224 S Sherman Dr Royal Oak, MI 

48067-2507 
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220281 CH ROYAL OAK, LLC EMAGINE ROYAL OAK 

200 N Main St Royal Oak, MI 48067-

4109 

223327 EYE OF THE TIGER ENTERPRISES LLC FIFTH AVENUE 

215 W 5th Ave Royal Oak, MI 48067-

3812 

5305 GUSOLINE ALLEY, INC. GUSOLINE ALLEY 

309 S Center St Royal Oak, MI 48067-

3810 

0260719 TRAILHEAD RO, LLC HYATT PLACE 

422 N Main St Royal Oak, MI 48067-

1813 

244120 ISC MANAGEMENT GROUP, INC. INN SEASON CAFE 

500 E 4th St Royal Oak, MI 48067-

2847 

233680 RIDIN' THE RAILS, LLC IRON HORSE ROYAL OAK 

316 W 4th St Royal Oak, MI 48067-

2502 

129790 MORTON BROTHERS, INC. LILY'S SEAFOOD GRILL 

410 S Washington Ave Royal Oak, MI 

48067-3824 

7539 LITTLE TREE SUSHI BAR, INC. LITTLE TREE SUSHI BAR 

107 S Main St Royal Oak, MI 48067-

2610 

215818 LOCKHART'S BBQ, LLC LOCKHART'S BBQ 

202 E 3rd St Royal Oak, MI 48067-

2620 

2859 COMEDY CASTLE, INC. MARK RIDLEY COMEDY CASTLE 

310 S Troy St Royal Oak, MI 48067-

2703 

0270784 TRES HIJAS INC MESA TACOS AND TEQUILA 

312 S Main St Royal Oak, MI 48067-

2614 

0260723 212 SIXTH RO, LLC OAK CITY GRILLE 

212-214 W 6th St Royal Oak, MI 

48067-3815 

132852 C&W LTD., LLC O'TOOLES TAVERN 

205 W 5th Ave Royal Oak, MI 48067-

3812 

237707 RIVER ROUGE BREWING COMPANY, LLC RIVER ROUGE BREWING 

406 E 4th St Royal Oak, MI 48067-

2757 

178212 RONIN SUSHI-ROYAL OAK, L.L.C. RONIN-SUSHI 326 W 4th St Royal Oak, MI 48067 

155552 WORLDWIDE ENTERTAINMENT-ROMT, LLC ROYAL OAK MUSIC THEATER 

318 W 4th St Royal Oak, MI 48067-

2502 

0263122 SAKE SUSHI, INC. SAKE SUSHI 

410 S Main St Royal Oak, MI 48067-

2616 

240324 LIBERTY HOSPITALITY HOLDINGS, LLC THE MORRIE 

511 S Main St Royal Oak, MI 48067-

2617 

5764 TWO C'S, INC. THE ROCK ON 3RD 

114 E 3rd St Royal Oak, MI 48067-

2601 

2897 ROYAL OAK BREWING CO. THE ROYAL OAK BREWERY 

215 E 4th St Royal Oak, MI 48067-

2606 

225169 TOMMY'S ROYAL OAK, INC. TOM'S OYSTER BAR 

318 S Main St Royal Oak, MI 48067-

2614 

232848 THREE SONS INC. TRATTORIA PIZZERIA DA LUIGI 

415 S Washington Ave Royal Oak, MI 

48067-3823 

145466 

UNION AERIE 2092, FRATERNAL ORDER OF 

EAGLES 

UNION AERIE 2092, FRATERNAL 

ORDER OF EAGLES 

401 E 4th St Royal Oak, MI 48067-

2758 

Operations 

The City of Royal Oak Social District will operate year-round, seven days a week, from 11 a.m. to 10 p.m. The DDA 

intends to establish the Social District upon approval from the MLCC. 

District Designation and Logo 

The Social District will utilize a modification of the City of Royal Oak logo – an example is depicted on attachment B. 

Boundaries of the Social District Common Areas will be clearly marked with signs, and/or sidewalk decals.  

Beverage Containers and Rules of Use 

Per PA 124 of 2020, the following regulations apply to containers within the Social District:  
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i) The container prominently displays the social district permittee’s trade name or logo or some other mark that 

is unique to the social district permittee under the social district permittee’s on-premises license. 

ii) The container prominently displays a logo or some other mark that is unique to the commons area. 

iii) The container is not glass. 

iv) The container has a liquid capacity that does not exceed 16 ounces. 

The DDA will provide containers meeting the state requirements to participating license holders. Participating license 

holders will provide their own sticker displaying their trade name or logo.  

The following additional rules apply to the use Social District containers: 

• Each cup must be marked with the date of sale. 

• Social District cups may only be consumed within the Social District commons area, not on premises at the 

location of purchase. 

• Social District containers may not be carried into another establishment.  

Financing  

The City of Royal Oak Social District will be funded by the City of Royal Oak Downtown Development Authority and local 

businesses. 

Security and Enforcement 

Security and enforcement in the Social District will be done by the City of Royal Oak Police Department. 

Insurance 

The City of Royal Oak and DDA are self-insured for their management and operation of the Social District. As part of the 

required Social District Agreement participating license holders will secure their own liability insurance and indemnify 

the city, DDA, elected/appointed officials and employees. 

Sanitation and Maintenance  

The City of Royal Oak Department of Public Services and existing maintenance contractor will provide sanitation services 

within the district including trash removal and litter pick up. Trash/recycling receptacles will be located at the 

boundaries of the Social District to encourage patrons to properly dispose of their used cups, as well as throughout the 

Social District as presently available throughout the downtown. 

Marketing and Promotion 

Marketing will be done by the Downtown Development Authority and City of Royal Oak. 

Festivals and Special Events 

PA 124 of 2020 states the following:  

If the commission issues a special license to a special licensee located in a social district, the holder 

of a social district permit shall not sell and serve alcoholic liquor under subsection (2) during the 

effective period of the special license. 

Thus, in the event of festivals within the Social District boundary, such as the Arts, Beats, and Eats Festival, 

all Social District operations will cease for the duration of the festival or special event. 
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Resolution of Approval – Proposed  
Downtown Development Authority (March 24, 2021) 

Be It Resolved, the Royal Oak Downtown Development Authority hereby recommends the city commission adopt the 

social district plan, with an expanded boundary that extends along S. Washington and S Main to Lincoln Avenue and logo 

#5 with the words “social and district” being larger or more prominent. 

City Commission 

WHEREAS, Michigan Public Act 124 of 2020 (the Act) was signed into law on July 1, 2020; and 

WHEREAS, the law allows governing bodies of local government units to establish social districts and commons areas 

where two or more contiguous licensees may sell alcoholic beverages in designated cups to be taken into the common 

area for consumption; and  

WHEREAS, the City of Royal Oak Social District shall be created and managed by the City through its Downtown 

Development Authority; and 

WHEREAS, the City Commission finds that designating social districts and commons areas pursuant to the Act is in the 

best interests of the citizens and businesses of the City of Royal Oak; and  

WHEREAS, the City Commission designates the social district and commons areas as provided on the attached map, 

establishes the attached management and maintenance plan, approves the attached list of potential qualified license 

holders for a Social District Permit; and 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the city commission does hereby approve the creation of the City of Royal Oak Social 

District for consideration by the Michigan Liquor Control Commission. 

Map of Social District 
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Michigan Liquor Control Commission (MLCC) 
Constitution Hall, 2nd Floor, 525 W. Allegan St, Lansing, MI 48933 

P.O. Box 30005, Lansing, MI 48909 
866-813-0011 – www.michigan.gov/lcc 

 
Social District Permit Information For Local Governmental Units 

 
Pursuant to MCL 436.1551, the governing body of a local governmental unit may designate a Social District within its 
jurisdiction.  Qualified licensees whose licensed premises are contiguous to the commons area within the Social District, 
and that have been approved for and issued a Social District Permit, may sell alcoholic liquor (beer, wine, mixed spirit drink, 
spirits, or mixed drinks) on their licensed premises to customers who may then consume the alcoholic liquor within the 
commons area of the Social District.  The commons area is not considered part of the licensed premises for any of the 
licensees that hold a Social District Permit. 

 
The term commons area is defined by MCL 436.1551(8)(a): 

"Commons area" means an area within a social district clearly designated and clearly marked by the governing body 

of the local governmental unit that is shared by and contiguous to the premises of at least 2 other qualified licensees. 

Commons area does not include the licensed premises of any qualified licensee. 

The term qualified licensee is defined by MCL 436.1551(8)(c): 
"Qualified licensee" means any of the following: 

• A retailer that holds a license, other than a special license, to sell alcoholic liquor for consumption on the licensed 

premises. (This includes the following license types: Class C, Tavern, A-Hotel, B-Hotel, Club, G-1, G-2, Brewpub.) 

• A manufacturer with an on-premises tasting room permit issued under section 536. 

• A manufacturer that holds an off-premises tasting room license issued under section 536. 

• A manufacturer that holds a joint off-premises tasting room license issued under section 536. 
 
A list of all licensees, sorted by county and local governmental unit, may be found on the MLCC website:  

https://www.michigan.gov/documents/lara/liclist_639292_7.xlsx 
 
The governing body of a local governmental unit may designate a Social District pursuant to MCL 436.1551 under the 
following conditions: 

▪ Designate a Social District that contains a commons area, as defined in MCL 436.1551(8)(a). 
▪ Establish local management and maintenance plans, including hours of operation, for a commons area. 
▪ Define and clearly mark with signs the designated commons area. 
▪ A governing body of a local governmental unit shall not designate a Social District that would close a road unless the 

governing body receives prior approval from the road authority with jurisdiction over the road. 
▪ The governing body shall maintain the commons area in a manner that protects the health and safety of the community. 
▪ The governing body may revoke the designation if it determines that the commons area threatens the health, safety, or 

welfare of the public or has become a public nuisance. Before revoking the designation, the governing body must hold 
at least 1 public hearing on the proposed revocation. The governing body shall give notice as required under the open 
meetings act of the time and place of the public hearing before the public hearing. 

▪ The governing body shall file the designation or revocation of the Social District with the MLCC. 

Before applying to the MLCC for a Social District Permit, a qualified licensee must first obtain approval from the governing 
body of the local governmental unit.  A fillable resolution for this approval is part of the Social District Permit Application 
(LCC-208). 
 

 
Filing the Designation of a Social District with the MLCC 

 
A local governmental unit must file the following items with the MLCC when designating a Social District: 

 A copy of the resolution passed by the governing body designating the Social District and commons area. 
 A copy of the management and maintenance plans, including the hours of operation, established by the local 

governmental unit for the Social District and commons area. 
 A diagram or map that clearly shows the boundaries of the Social District and commons area.  Please indicate the 

name, address, and location of the qualified licensees that are contiguous to the commons area on the diagram or map. 

Submit the items above to: 
By Mail: Michigan Liquor Control Commission - P.O. Box 30005 - Lansing, MI 48933 

By Fax: (517) 763-0059  By Email: mlccrecords@michigan.gov 

http://www.michigan.gov/lcc
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/lara/liclist_639292_7.xlsx
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/lara/LCC208_695497_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/lara/LCC208_695497_7.pdf
mailto:mlccrecords@michigan.gov


 
Additional sections of the Liquor Control Code for a local governmental unit to consider when establishing a Social 
District or commons area within a Social District: 
 
 
MCL 436.1915 - Possessing or consuming alcoholic liquor on public highway or in park, place of amusement, or 
publicly owned area; authority of local governmental unit or state department or agency to prohibit possession or 
consumption of alcoholic liquor; definitions. 
 
(1) Alcoholic liquor shall not be consumed on the public highways. 
 
(2) Except as provided in subsections (3) and (4), alcoholic liquor may be possessed or consumed in public parks, public 
places of amusement, or a publicly owned area not licensed to sell for consumption on the premises. 
 
(3) The governing body of a local governmental unit may prohibit by ordinance, order, or resolution the possession or 
consumption of alcoholic liquor in any public park, public place of amusement, or publicly owned area that is owned or 
administered, or both, by that local governmental unit. When land is leased from a department or agency of this state, an 
ordinance, order, or resolution adopted pursuant to this subsection shall be subject to the approval of the department or 
agency. 
 
(4) A department or agency of this state that administers public lands may prohibit by rule, order, or resolution the possession 
or consumption of alcoholic liquor on the public land under its jurisdiction. 
   
(5) As used in this section: 
 

(a) "Local governmental unit" means a county, city, township, village, or charter authority. 
 
(b) "Publicly owned area" means an area under the jurisdiction of a local governmental unit. 

 
 
 
MCL 436.1913(1), (2), & (5) - Prohibited conduct; unlicensed premises or place; unlawful consumption of alcoholic 
liquor; exceptions; construction of section; “consideration” defined. 
 
(1) A person shall not do either of the following: 

 
(a) Maintain, operate, or lease, or otherwise furnish to any person, any premises or place that is not licensed under this 
act within which the other person may engage in the drinking of alcoholic liquor for consideration. 
 
(b) Obtain by way of lease or rental agreement, and furnish or provide to any other person, any premises or place that 
is not licensed under this act within which any other person may engage in the drinking of alcoholic liquor for 
consideration. 

 
(2) A person shall not consume alcoholic liquor in a commercial establishment selling food if the commercial establishment 
is not licensed under this act. A person owning, operating, or leasing a commercial establishment selling food which is not 
licensed under this act shall not allow the consumption of alcoholic liquor on its premises. 
 
(5) As used in this section, "consideration" includes any fee, cover charge, ticket purchase, the storage of alcoholic liquor, 
the sale of food, ice, mixers, or other liquids used with alcoholic liquor drinks, or the purchasing of any service or item, or 
combination of service and item; or includes the furnishing of glassware or other containers for use in the consumption of 
alcoholic liquor in conjunction with the sale of food. 

http://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?mcl-436-1915
http://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?mcl-436-1913


Examples of Established Social Districts: 

 

https://downtownlakeorion.org/lake-orion-social-district 

 

https://choosemarshall.com/socialdistrict 

 

https://www.petoskeydowntown.com/social-district 

 

https://downtownkalamazoo.org/social-district 

 

https://downtownmuskegon.org/downtown-muskegon-social-district 

 

 

https://downtownlakeorion.org/lake-orion-social-district
https://choosemarshall.com/socialdistrict
https://www.petoskeydowntown.com/social-district
https://downtownkalamazoo.org/social-district
https://downtownmuskegon.org/downtown-muskegon-social-district
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